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Board of Commissioners Meeting
Tuesday, May 18™, 2021
224 Seminary Street
Kenansville, NC 28349

The Duplin County Board of Commissioners met at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May
18™, 2021 in recessed session in the Duplin County Administrative Office Building located
at 224 Seminary Street, Kenansville, NC.

Present: Commissioners: Jesse Dowe, Dexter Edwards, Elwood Garner and Wayne
E. Branch.

Arrived Late: Commissioner Kennedy Thompson

Also Present: Mr. Davis H. Brinson, County Manager/Clerk to the Board; Mr. Tim
Wilson, County Attorney; and Mrs. Trisha-Ann Brown, Administrative Officer.

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Edwards.
Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

Invocation was given by Commissioner Branch. Commissioner Branch also led
the Board and those in attendance in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States

of America.

Motion was made by Commissioner Dowe, seconded by Commissioner Garner,
carried unanimously to come out of recess and to open the Commissioners meeting.

REGULAR ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Mr. Davis H. Brinson, County Manager/ Clerk to the Board, appeared before the
Board to request the Board take from the table and the appointment of a member to the
Easter Carolina Human Services Agency, Inc. Board of Directors to represent Duplin
County.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Dowe,
carried unanimously to take from the table the appointment of a member of the Eastern Carolina
Human Services Agency, Inc. Board of Directors to represent Duplin County in order to fill the
vacancy.

Commissioner Branch proposed to the Board that Ms. Penny Thore fill the vacancy on
the Board of Directors for the Eastern Carolina Human Services Agency, Inc. Board of
Directors.

Motion was made by Commissioner Branch, seconded by Commissioner Garner, carried
unanimously to appoint Ms. Penny Thorne to the Eastern Carolina Human Service Agency, Inc.
Board of Directors.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Dowe, carried
unanimously to take from the table the appointment of an individual to fill a vacancy on the
James Sprunt Community College Board of Trustees.
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Commissioner Garner proposed to the Board that Mrs. Sonya Smith be appointed to fill
the vacancy. Commissioner Edwards, also spoke of his support for Mrs. Smith to fill the
vacancy.

Commissioner Branch proposed to the Board that Mr. Francisco Rivas-Diaz be appointed
to fill the position. Commissioner Dowe also expressed his support for Mr. Rivas-Diaz to fill the
vacancy.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Edwards, to
appoint Mrs. Sonya Smith as a member of the James Sprunt Community College Board of
Trustees to fulfill the remainder of Ms. Geraldine Trucker’s term which ends on June 30, 2023;
Commissioner Garner and Commissioner Edwards voted in favor of the motion and
Commissioner Branch and Commissioner Dowe voted against the motion. The motion did not
carry.

Commissioner Thompson entered the meeting at 10:14 a.m.

Commissioner Thompson proposed to the Board that Mrs. Melissa Blizzard Stevens be
appointed to fill the vacancy on the Board of Trustees for James Sprunt Community College.

Motion was made by Commissioner Thompson, seconded by Commissioner Dowe,
carried unanimously to implement a binding, top three (3) ballot scoring system.

Pursuant to the Board’s binding agreement, County Attorney Tim Wilson distributed
ballots to the Commissioners and instructed them to rank the candidates to fill the vacancy with
number one (1) being their top choice; number two (2) being their second choice and number
three (3) being their third choice. The County Attorney explained to the Board members that the
candidate with the lowest score would be declared the winner. The ballots were collected and
the scores tallied by the County Attorney and the County Manager/Clerk to the Board. County
Attorney Tim Wilson announced the results as follows: Melissa Blizzard Stevens — 9; Sonya
Smith - 10; and Francisco Rivas-Diaz - 11.

Accordingly the Board agreed with the voting process and the announced totals, and
Melissa Blizzard Stevens was declared the appointee pursuant to the Board’s binding agreement.

Motion was made by Commissioner Garner, seconded by Commissioner Thompson,
carried unanimously to adjourn the Commissioners meeting until June 7%, at 6 p.m. in the Ed
Emory Auditorium of the Lois Britt Agricultural Office Building, located at 165 Agriculture
Drive; Kenansville, NC 28349.

Davis ' . Brinson
Clerk to the Board
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